
November 24, 1955 

Lfr. Cennis Flanagan 
SCi8ntffic Anrerican 
2 West 45 Street 
Rev York 38, 2.Y. 

Dear Mr. Flanagan: 

Almost seven years ago, I received a letter from the &U&or of the 
renascent scientific herictrn requesting a manuscript. 1 did send ysu 
one in due course:, but for whatever reason, it was never published, al- 
though you were kind enough to pay me for the very rough draft that X 
had submitted as a prelfminary version. However, I ho-~ that enough ~.~IBS 
has passed to warrant a fresh start. 

During that interfral, bacterial genetic8 has gone through several gyra- 
tions, but probably nothing has been more mysterious or excited more interest 
than the phenomenon of transduction. I. have h,ad recur;*ent questions from 
biologista, BV@A L?mediately outside my omn specialty (and sometimss in 
it!) which indicated that more fundamental explanation was needed than 
1 would care to include in an ordinary technical review. I therefore de- 
cided to put thgether the enclosed ilranuscript, an5 the most likely place 
for its pubUx&ion, for the audionce I !wd fn Lmind, seemed t0 m to be 
your magartine e At least, in writing tiie draft, I have kept in mind your 
prescription for an article that i@ht be addressed to ?‘a hypothetical 
aoientist in a field far removed frown :.myj o~n.~~ 

Naturally, 1 hope that you will be able to accept this article, but 
whether you do or not X xould appreciate your co:~~nt on it. I have tried 
to avoti qy previous mistake (of sendfng ycu 3 rough dxzrtft) but redlizse 
that whib the ms. seems finished to ,TW nowB you EGY find it suitable 
grid ffor your editorial xUJ.. 6 have been oupecitily puzzled about the 
form of reference to other scientists’ work, of tvhich there is of course 
a good &al here. I have also not attempted to .make finished dravPings, but 
will do so if you mistakenly conclude that I could do better than your 
oxn 8 tiff. 

I am enclos3n.g return postage and an address lebel. 

Yours sincerely, 

&shua -Lederberg I’*’ 
:‘Professor of Genetics 


